- Art in Applied Independent
| O rg a n I S m O Critical Ecologies Study Program

Year One
Open Call for Applications

TBA21-Academy and Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza
present Organismo | Art in Applied Critical Ecologies, an
experimental independent study program connecting

research, theory, and speculation through a series of focused case
studies—regenerative interventions that explore different forms
of alliance. The project aims to explore new methodologies and
configurations of actors when working in the service of ecological
transformation. Its foundational hypothesis is that the work of
artists reinvigorating interdisciplinary projects has great potential
to contribute to cultural paradigm shifts that can instigate new
ways of inhabiting the planet and embrace both complexity and

Organismo is based on the experiences of TBA21-Academy, TBA21's research

arm and incubator for collaborative inquiry, artistic production, and environmental
advocacy, which for over a decade has served as a catalyst for new forms of
knowledge arising from nurturing relationships between art, science, public policy,
and conservation. Joining its efforts with the Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza,
Organismo functions as a system of connections between art practices,
interdisciplinary research, government bodies, and local communities to facilitate




01. CASE STUDIES

Organismo believes situated knowledge is vital for addressing the complexities of contemporary ecological challenges. Thus the
independent study program is structured by applied case studies that enable access to specific forms of knowledge and their
interrelated actors and communities. The aim is to both activate these networks within their local conditions, and to nurture the

processes proposed with remote forms of experiential learning.

In Year One the five case studies are:

e PyroEcologies
Fire’s Potential to Destroy and
Ignite Life in the Earth System

Facilitated by FECYT | Fundacién Espafiola
para la Cienciay la Tecnologia - Ministerio
de Ciencia, Innovacion y Universidades, and
Barcelona Supercomputing Center - Centro
Nacional de Supercomputacioén

* Museum Entanglement
Thyssen and its Social Ecosystem

Facilitated by Museo Nacional
Thyssen-Bornemisza

¢ Territorio Abadia Retuerta
Forest Epistemologies for Regenerative
Practices
Facilitated by Abadia Retuerta

* Ocean Futurisms
New Storytelling Devices for Radical
Imagination
Facilitated by TBA21-Academy

* Non-Archives
Open Intelligence as Digital Archives and
Experimental Publishing



https://tba21.org/
https://tba21.org/

03. STRUCTURE AND TIMELINE

Year One of Organismo’s independent study program will take place between October 24,2024, and June 20, 2025. Initially,
content and theory informed by the research lines will be discussed, before then being applied through the development of
proposals that respond to the challenges proposed by each case study.

The schedule has four phases: * Phase 3: Autonomous

case study development
* Phase 1: Research line exploration - April - June 2025

- October 2024 - January 2025

The different research lines of the program will be
explored in consecutive modules, with sessions
guided by selected guests. An initial in-person
encounter will take place on October 25 and 26,
2024, at Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza;
participation in this initial meeting is mandatory.

¢ Phase 2: Case conceptualization

- February - March 2025

¢ Dynamics and agreements

Last week of February 2025
The design of the approach, the organizational
structure, and the process of each case study will be
developed in a series of online workshops that will
involve collaborative work between the complete
team forming the case. Participation is mandatory.

* Immersion in the site

February - March 2025
Each case group will undertake a trip to a location
associated with the case study, along with an ex-
ternal agent whose practice and context will inform
the case’s themes. This is a mandatory trip covered
by Organismo, in accordance with an internal travel
policy. The trip will have a duration of up to six days.

The groups enter the phase of making decisions on
a collective proposal, according to the objectives
and internal arrangements established among all the
case study members. Participants will formulate one
proposal per case study resulting from the process.
It will be carried out as collective work undertaken
by the multiple actors informing the case. In June,

a public event will be held at the Museo Nacional
Thyssen-Bornemisza to activate these proposals
through a public presentation of the developed
research and co-creation process.

* Phase 4: Online platform contribution
- July 2025

Distillation of the research carried out collectively
by the participants of the different case studies in an
online platform hosted by TBA21 accessible to the
general audience.



https://tba21.org/
https://tba21.org/

05. COLLABORATORS

The independent study program of Organismo | Art in Applied Critical Ecologies is an initiative by TBA21-Academy and
Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza. Organismo is a platform developed by multiple collaborators. Year One has the
following partners:

Abadia Retuerta, Atelier itd, Barcelona
Supercomputing Center - Centro
Nacional de Supercomputacién (BSC-
CNS), Fundacion Espanola para la Ciencia
y la Tecnologia (FECYT) - Ministerio de
Ciencia, Innovacion y Universidades,
Fundacién Daniel y Nina Carasso, Real
Jardin Botanico CSIC

06. APPLICATION

This independent study program is aimed at adults from diverse educational or professional backgrounds, who have experience
or are interested in pursuing interdisciplinary, artistic, and speculative approaches to our research lines and case studies. Each
candidate who applies to participate in the Year One of Organismo through this open call will need to choose one of the five case
studies presented, as well as a second preferred option. Between five and six participants will be selected for each study case, so
the program as a whole will invite between 25 - 30 people. The participation fee is €310.

Additionally, Organismo will offer a scholarship to five participants (one per case study) who will take on the role of documenting
and reporting on the development of the different cases, as well as exploring different forms of evaluation of the process. The
Sustrato scholarship covers the program tuition, and provides a grant of €1500. You can find additional information on the
scholarship in the ‘Terms and Conditions’ document, which can be found on TBA21's website, under the Organismo page.

07. APPLICATION FORM

To apply to the program, please send a maximum three-page PDF file answering the questions below to organismo.info@tba21.org.
Please add one additional page if you wish to apply for the Sustrato scholarship. Applications must be received by September 29,
2024, at 23:59, and applications must include each of the following:

* Name(s) and Last Name(s) ¢ About the case study:
¢ Telephone number _ D
A * Which case study would you like to join and why?

* Age _ Alternatively, is there any other case you would like to

¢ Place of residence take part in?

e About yourself: e Which know!e_d_g_e, ski.IIs, perspectives,.ways of doing
and/or sensitivities will you bring to this research
group?

¢ Tell us about some significant elements or features of
your life and intellectual trajectory.

» What are some experiences that have defined your e About the language (short answers):
way of thinking?
¢ How do you imagine yourself developing your ¢ This program will combine contents in Spanish

practice in the future? and English. Are you able to comprehend both



https://tba21.org/
mailto:mailto:Organismo.info%40tba21.org?subject=
https://tba21.org/

about TBA21-ACADEMY

TBA21 Thyssen-Bornemisza Art
Contemporary is a leading international art
and advocacy foundation. Established in 2002
by philanthropist and art patron Francesca
Thyssen-Bornemisza, the foundation stewards
the TBA21 Collection and its outreach
activities, which include exhibitions as well as
educational and public programming.

TBAZ21 is based in Madrid, working in
partnership with the Museo Nacional Thyssen-
Bornemisza, and has other important points
of action in Venice and Portland (Jamaica).

All activity at TBA21 is collaborative and
fundamentally driven by artists and the belief
in art and culture as accelerators in social and
environmental transformations and ultimately
in the service of peace.

www.tba21.org

TBA21-Academy is the foundation’s research
arm, fostering a deeper relationship with the
Ocean and wider ecologies by working as an
incubator for transdisciplinary inquiry, artistic
production, and environmental advocacy.

For more than a decade, the Academy

has catalyzed new forms of knowledge
emerging from the exchanges between art,
science, policy, and conservation in long-
term and collaborative engagement through
fellowships, residency programs, and activities
in a wide variety of formats. Among its major
projects are the Ocean Space art center
(Venice), the independent study program
Organismo | Art in Applied Critical Ecologies
(Madrid, MNTB), Alligator Head Foundation
(Port Antonio, Jamaica), The Current Pacific/
Mediterranean/Caribbean, the online initiative
Ocean-Archive.org with OCEAN / UNI, and
Bauhaus of the Seas Sails.

about MUSEO NACIONAL THYSSEN-BORNEMISZA

The Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza (MNTB) houses in the Palacio de Villahermosa one of the most important
collections of paintings in the world, with a thousand works of art assembled over seven decades by the Thyssen-
Bornemisza family. Since its opening to the public in 1992, the MNTB has been fulfilling its mission to transmit
knowledge, educate and socially integrate through its collection, an extensive program of exhibitions and the
programming of a wide variety of activities. lts daily work is based on values such as excellence, sustainability,
innovation, integrity, involvement, trust, teamwork and avant-garde spirit. It also emphasizes the dissemination of its
collections with programs aimed at involving all kinds of audiences in a universal cultural project, based on the firm
belief in the capacity of art to enrich people and to enhance creativity and critical thinking, improving their quality of



https://tba21.org/
https://www.museothyssen.org/en

