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In most instances, the artist and the architect have worked in 
isolation, each in their respective studio and therefore art making 
and space making for art have been independent activities. It is 
an exciting prospect that Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary 
is renewing a renaissance idea in which painting, sculpture and 
architecture share a preordained relationship with one another. 
This project affords a unique opportunity in which the artist and 
architect share the same studio (albeit metaphorically) to engage, 
to respond to one another and to respond to the site specified for 
the pavilion. In a series of discussions, Olafur and I have envisioned 
the art and the space as an interlocking equation. The foundation 
has challenged us as practitioners to continue to review and redefine 
the boundaries of our own disciplines. 
David Adjaye

Both pavilion and horizon work with sequentiality and light: The 
visitor moves from the entrance of the pavilion, to seeing natural 
daylight filtered through its louvers, to the passageway leading 
into the interior and then onto the ascending ramp, which brings 
one into the black space with my horizon … If the public gets 
involved in a stimulating situation, the situation “commits itself” 
in return. There is a reversal of subject and object here: the viewer 
becomes the object and the context becomes the subject. 
Olafur Eliasson

Finding new ways of sharing art and providing means to facilitate 
projects that otherwise would never see the light of day is the 
task for the private sector to undertake in the art world as it is 
presently evolving. I think collecting is about taking risks, it’s 
about pushing the margin a little further, not just finding another 
thing to collect because art is already “done.” This pavilion offers 
you unknown conditions because you are going to place it in a 
location that is not permanent. You are not promising anything in 
the long run; it’s there as long as it is really great. 
Francesca von Habsburg

Committed to supporting the production of contemporary art and 
actively engaged in commissioning and disseminating unconven-
tional projects that defy traditional disciplinary categorizations, 
the Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary sustains a far-reaching 
regional and international orientation and explores modes of pre-
sentation that are intended to broaden the way viewers perceive and 
experience art. In addition, it shares its collection and commissions 
with numerous museums and public institutions. Founded in Vienna 
in 2002 by Francesca von Habsburg, Thyssen-Bornemisza Art 
Contemporary represents the fourth generation of the Thyssen 
family’s dedication to the arts. 
www.TBA21.org


